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A Letter from the Co-chairs 
Greetings! 

Knowledge in the Service of Society is one of the six key themes in Duke’s current strategic plan and 

entrepreneurship is a way in which knowledge can be moved into the service of society. From the 

indispensable and somewhat omniscient Google, to the fun and addictive Facebook, to the beautiful 

sounds of a Bose speaker, to the DNA-related discoveries of Genentech, entrepreneurship can be the 

catalyst that enables a range of innovations to be used in society. 

Universities play their role in this process, both intentionally and unintentionally. Google was spun out 

of Stanford University by two math whizzes working on their graduate degrees. Facebook was started by 

a Harvard University undergraduate.  Bose was started by an MIT professor and his PhD student.   

And in some cases, entrepreneurship can catalyze this movement at a dizzying speed.  Google was 

started in 1998 and has grown 

from two employees to 15,916 

(as of 10/2007).  Facebook was 

only started in 2004 and now has 

43 million users (as of 10/2007).  

Here is a graph that compares 

their web traffic (as a percent of 

all web traffic).   

As high-profile as these examples 

are, it should be noted that 

entrepreneurship is not just about high tech websites, cool gadgets, and biotechnology advancements.  

Entrepreneurship is being used to solve all kinds of problems in the world; from fighting poverty (e.g. Dr. 

Muhammad Yunus and Microfinance), to saving the environment (e.g. tapping into clean energy sources 

like wind and solar), to improving education (e.g. AmeriCorps), to fixing healthcare throughout the world 

(e.g. Doctors without Borders).  Entrepreneurship can have objectives beyond monetary profits. 

As you think about how you can put your knowledge in the service of society, we ask that you consider 

Entrepreneurship.  Enjoy the week. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Howie Rhee, Larry Boyd, Kaycee Shoemaker, Jeremy Welch, Kimberly Jenkins, Jeff Clark 

The Entrepreneurship Week at Duke University Co-Chairs 
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Agenda 

12/3 Monday 

DUKE TECHNOLOGY SHOWCASE 

4:00-5:30 PM, Kirby Winter Gardens, Fox Center, Fuqua School of Business 

Host: Office of Licensing and Ventures 

Sponsor: Hutchison Law Group PLLC 

A unique networking reception where you can learn about emerging technologies that have 

been created in the labs at Duke that may be suitable for commercialization. 

 

TECHNOLOGY ENTREPRENEURSHIP SPEAKER 

5:30-6:30 PM, Faculty Hall, Fuqua School of Business 

Host: Office of Licensing and Ventures 

Sponsor: Hutchison Law Group PLLC 



 

6 

 

Hear the story of a recent Duke spin-out, Aerie Pharmaceuticals, a biotechnology company 

developing new therapies for sight-threatening diseases of the eye. The company is based on 

innovations from the labs of David Epstein, MD, Chairman of the Department of Ophthalmology, 

and Eric Toone, PhD, Professor of Chemistry. Headquartered in Research Triangle Park, NC, 

Aerie completed a $21 million Series A financing in October, 2005 and now has several drugs in 

clinical development. 

About Casey Kopczynski, PhD 

Chief Research Officer and Co-Founder, Aerie Pharmaceuticals 

Dr. Kopczynski brings 18 years of research and management experience to Aerie, including nine 

years with early stage life science companies. Prior to Aerie, he was Managing Partner at Biotech 

Initiative, LLC, a consulting practice dedicated to emerging biotech companies.  

 

Dr. Kopczynski was previously VP of Research at Ercole Biotech, Inc., an early stage company 

developing novel drugs for the treatment of cancer, inflammation, and orphan genetic diseases.  

 

Prior to Ercole Biotech, Dr. Kopczynski was Director of Research and a founding member of the 

scientific staff at Exelixis, Inc (EXEL). There he worked with the management team to grow the 

organization from 10 employees to over 500. His responsibilities included building and managing 

a team of 95 scientists focused on target discovery and validation and serving on the company-

wide Research Operations Committee.  

 

Dr. Kopczynski received his PhD in Molecular, Cellular, and Developmental Biology from Indiana 

University and was a Jane Coffin Childs Research Fellow at the University of California, Berkeley. 

About Aerie Pharmaceuticals 

Aerie Pharmaceuticals is a privately held, clinical stage biotechnology company 

developing a portfolio of innovative medications to treat patients suffering 

from eye diseases. The company was founded in 2005 as a spin-out of Duke 

University (Durham, NC) and has research facilities in Research Triangle Park, 

North Carolina as well as offices in Bridgewater, New Jersey. Aerie has raised 

$21 million in Series A funding from its investors TPG Ventures and Alta 

Partners. The company’s lead clinical candidate entered Phase II clinical 

studies in glaucoma in September of 2007. 

 

Aerie Pharmaceuticals, Inc. is dedicated to the identification, optimization, development, and 

commercialization of innovative pharmaceutical products for the treatment of ophthalmic 

diseases. 
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP WEEK KICKOFF PARTY 

6:30-8:30 PM, Kirby Winter Gardens, Fox Center, Fuqua School of Business 

Hosts: Duke's Center for Entrepreneurship and Research Commercialization, Fuqua's Center for 

Entrepreneurship and Innovation ,the EVCC, the 9th Annual Duke Start-Up Challenge, the TDE, 

the Master of Engineering Management Program at Pratt, Center for the Advancement of Social 

Entrepreneurship, and the Office of Licensing and Ventures 

Sponsor: Wyrick Robbins Yates & Ponton LLP 

Join the Kickoff of the inaugural Entrepreneurship Week at Duke University with Barry Myers, 

Jon Fjeld, Rose Ritts, Kimberly Jenkins, and Jeff Clark. 

About Kimberly Jenkins 

 Executive in Residence, Master of Engineering Management 

Program at Pratt 

Member, Duke University Board of Trustees 

Kimberly Jenkins is now serving, on a volunteer basis, as a mentor to 

students in the MEM program and faculty at Duke interested in 

technology commercialization. She also plans to explore ways to 

increase the number of women and minorities in commercial 

technology innovation and entrepreneurial careers.  

Jenkins, a Duke graduate, is the former president of the Internet 

Policy Institute, an independent, nonprofit research and educational institute that examines 

global internet use policy issues. She was also the founder, chairman and president of Highway 

1, a nonprofit corporation focused on helping the federal government operate more effectively 

through the use of information technologies.  

During her career in management Jenkins founded Microsoft's Education Division, ran market 

development at NeXT, and worked as a technical analyst for Control Data Corporation. She has 

also served as a consultant to companies such as Microsoft, Apple, Sun, Oracle and Cisco.  

Jenkins currently serves on the Duke University Board of Trustees, where she chairs the 

Committee for Institutional Advancement. She is also a member of the Duke University Health 

Systems Board and the Kenan Institute for Ethics Board.  
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About Jeff Clark 

Managing General Partner, The Aurora Funds 

Jeff Clark co-founded The Aurora Funds with Scott Albert in 1994. He works 

primarily with Aurora's life sciences portfolio. He pulls from his strategic 

planning and operational experience to help these companies create or refine 

business plans, build solid management teams, develop strategic 

partnerships and secure key customers.  

Jeff currently serves on the boards of several of Aurora's life science portfolio 

companies, including Aldagen, Argos Therapeutics, Metabolon, and Regado Biosciences, 

assisting in the strategic direction of each.  

Prior to forming Aurora, Jeff spent thirteen years working in development and external affairs 

for Duke University (including Duke Comprehensive Cancer Center, Duke Medical Center and the 

School of Engineering). Through Aurora, he hoped to close the gap between local universities 

and the venture capital community to facilitate the growth of life science companies.  

Jeff maintains strong ties to the RTP community, serving as Chairman of the Board of North 

Carolina's Council for Entrepreneurial Development, the Board of Overseers of the Duke 

Comprehensive Cancer Center and the Board of Directors for TROSA and the Choral Society of 

Durham. Jeff is also Founding Chair of NC EntrePAC and associated entities.  

Jeff holds a Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering from Duke University and a MBA 

from the Fuqua School of Business at Duke University.  

About Barry Myers 

 Barry S. Myers, M.D., Ph.D., M.B.A., Senior Associate Dean for 

Industrial Partnerships and Research Commercialization, Anderson-

Rupp Professor of Biomedical Engineering, with appointments in 

Surgery, Business, and Anatomy, Director of the Center for 

Entrepreneurship and Research Commercialization  

Dr. Myers has been a member of the Duke faculty since 1991. His 

research examines the biomechanics of head impact neck injury with 

the goal of injury prevention and he maintains an active consulting 

practice serving as an Executive-in-Residence at Pappas Ventures and 

advising several companies. As Senior Associate Dean he is responsible 

for promoting industrial interaction and technology transfer by faculty 

and students; overseeing the design and construction of the Duke Smarthome; and developing 

novel interdisciplinary educational experiences that connect business, engineering, and 

medicine. He directs the Center for Entrepreneurship and Research Commercialization which is 
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dedicated to promoting entrepreneurship broadly on Duke's campus. To that end, Dr. Myers is 

also the Project Director for the Coulter Foundation Translational Partners Translational 

Research Program which provides early stage funding and management to early stage health 

care innovations. 

Dr. Myers' research interests include mechanisms of tensile neck injuries; head and neck injuries 

in children; the role of the cervical musculature in neck dynamics; post-mortem changes in 

skeletal muscle; computational modeling of neck injury; ethical issues in injury prevention; and 

biomechanical considerations in whiplash dynamics. The orthopaedic biomechanics research 

group directed by Dr. Myers conducts both experimental and computational biomechanics 

research to develop, and validate, models of soft and hard tissue behavior.  

Dr. Myers is considered by many as the preeminent researcher in his field worldwide, having 

over 100 manuscripts and publications on the subject. Among Dr. Myers many honors are the 

Stapp Award of Recognition, and the Isbrandt Award for automotive safety from the Society of 

Automotive Engineers. He is the six-time winner of the Stapp Award for research in impact 

biomechanics, more than any other individual, and also the Bertil Aldman award for impact 

biomechanics research. Dr. Myers has worked with all major organizations concerned with 

safety in the United States including the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, the 

Consumer Product Safety Commission and the National Operating Committee on Standards for 

Athletic Equipment.  

Dr. Myers is a Distinguished Professor at Duke University, having received the Bass Chair in 

recognition of his accomplishments in research and teaching. He is the faculty advisor to four 

student best graduate student paper competition winners at national meetings. He was 

responsible for the revision of the Pratt School of Engineering undergraduate curriculum to be 

implemented in 2004. He has served as Director of Undergraduate Studies and is currently 

Director of Graduate Studies for the Department of Biomedical Engineering.  

About Jon Fjeld 

 Executive Director, Fuqua’s Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation 

Professor of the Practice of Management 

 Jon Fjeld, Ph.D., M.A., M.B.A. has spent over twenty years in marketing, 

engineering and general management in start-ups and public companies, 

as well as five years in academia.  

 From December, 2000, until July, 2004, he served as vice president of 

engineering for Align Technology in Santa Clara, CA. Between 1995 and 

2000, he served as CEO of two RTP venture backed firms: Geomagic, a 3D 

software company and NetEdge Systems, a data networking equipment company. Prior to that, 

Fjeld spent 13 years at IBM, where he served in a number of management and executive 

positions within the networking and software business units. He began his professional career as 

an assistant professor in the philosophy department at Duke University.  
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Fjeld holds a Ph.D. and MA in philosophy from the University of Toronto, an MBA from Duke 

University, an MS in computer science from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and a 

BA in mathematics and philosophy from Bishop's University.  

About Rose Ritts 

 Executive Director, Office of Licensing and Ventures 

Rose Ritts, PhD, is the Executive Director of Duke’s Office of Licensing & 

Ventures. With a demonstrated track record of new product and business 

development in biotechnology, medical devices, and high-tech markets 

across startup, corporate and government environments, Dr. Ritts 

oversees the licensing and ventures operations of Duke University and 

Duke Medical Center with an emphasis on a proactive approach to 

licensing, new company formation and technology development. Her 

experience includes designing implantable devices; serving as a program manager for 

biowarfare defense systems at DoD's Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency; managing a 

biotechnology and materials business unit within a large New Jersey corporation; performing IP 

and technical due diligence as a consultant to venture capital firms; and most recently as 

founder and CEO of a venture-capital-funded biotech startup, PowerZyme Inc, in Princeton, New 

Jersey. Ritts received her BS in biomedical engineering from Duke, her MS and PhD from 

Stanford in electrical engineering, and graduated from Stanford's Entrepreneurial Executive 

Management Program.  

  



   

  11  

12/4 Tuesday 

UNDERGRADUATE ENTREPRENEURSHIP PANEL 

3:30-5:00 PM, Griffith Theater, Bryan Center 

Host: The Duke Entrepreneur, Undergraduate Club 

Taylor Mingos from Shoeboxed.com, Breck Yunits from SeeMeWin.com, and Justin Wickett and 

Dan Romero from CouponDJ.com will discuss their experiences starting and running Internet 

companies while being undergraduates at Duke.  Come hear what its like to balance schoolwork, 

business meetings and late night coding sessions.  

About Taylor Mingos 

Founder and CEO, Shoeboxed.com 

In the summer of 2006, Taylor worked in Berlin for a small start-

up company called studiVZ.net. He helped the founders of this 

social networking site market the company as it became a major 

German Internet presence before leaving to finish his final year at 

Duke. Now studiVZ.net has more page views than any other 

website in Germany, ahead of Google, Yahoo!, and eBay and has 

been acquired by Holtzbrinck Ventures. He is currently the 

Founder/CEO of Shoeboxed.com, which is a social shopping and 

receipt organization site that has recently been featured in 

TechCrunch and the Wall Street Journal. Shoeboxed is 

headquartered in Brightleaf Square in downtown Durham.  

Taylor graduated cum laude from Duke in 2007 as a triple major in biomedical engineering, 

electrical engineering, and German studies. He is from the Kansas City area. 

About Breck Yunits 

 Co-founder, SeeMeWin, Inc. 

Breck Yunits cofounded SeeMeWin Inc. in July of 2007 and has led the company through its 

initial product development and seed round. He has more than 10 years of web application 

development experience and his portfolio of consumer websites generates over 250,000 

pageviews per month. Breck graduated from Duke in 2007 with a Bachelor of Science degree in 

Economics. In 2006, Breck led the Duke Startup Challege team that launched qDuke.com, a start 

page for Duke students that is currently used by 700 students daily. 
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP MIXER 

5:30-8:00 PM, The Speakeasy at Tyler's Taproom, American Tobacco District, Durham, NC 

Host: Duke's Center for Entrepreneurship and Research Commercialization and Fuqua's Center 

for Entrepreneurship and Innovation and EVCC 

Network with entrepreneurs, venture capitalists, students, and other members of the 

entrepreneurial community. 

 

 

12/5 Wednesday 

HIGH SCHOOL ENTREPRENEURSHIP PITCH SESSION 

11:00-1:00 PM, The East Wing Seminar Rooms, Fuqua School of Business 

Hosts: Student Teaching Entrepreneurship Program at Fuqua 

As part of the Student Teaching Entrepreneurship Program (STEP), high school students from 

two local high schools, Riverside and Hillside, will pitch their business ideas. Over the course of 

the semester, these students have been advised by Duke MBA students.  This event is an open 
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event, but attendance by non-Duke students must be approved by Kaycee Shoemaker - 

kaycee.shoemaker@fuqua.duke.edu 

 

MBA ENTREPRENEURSHIP PANEL 

2:00-3:30 PM, Classroom F, Fuqua School of Business 

Hosts: The Entrepreneurship and Venture Capital Club (EVCC) at Fuqua 

Sponsored by Smith Anderson Blount Dorsett Mitchell & Jernigan LLP 

Come hear the stories of Jonathan Gindes, Fuqua Daytime '03 and Jed Carlson, Fuqua Daytime 

'05.  Jonathan co-founded Affinergy while at Fuqua and has since raised $20MM in funding for 

this Duke spin-out.  Jed co-founded eMinor, Inc, which is a Web 2.0 company that specializes in 

giving musicians tools for use on Facebook, MySpace, and other social networking sites. 

Moderated by Mike Midgett, EVCC Careers Chair, Fuqua School of Business. 

 

About Jonathan Gindes 

 Chief Financial Officer and Senior VP of Business Development, Affinergy 

Jonathan and Affinergy's scientific co-founders (M. Grinstaff, D. Kenan) began 

working together in 2002 to form Affinergy while Jonathan pursued his M.B.A. 

at Duke's Fuqua School of Business. Jonathan developed Affinergy's initial 

business strategy, negotiated the technology license from Duke University, 

and recruited a senior management team along with other scientific staff and 

business advisors. Jonathan now focuses his time at Affinergy building, 

strengthening, and managing relationships with Affinergy's present and potential medical device 

partners, as well as overseeing all of Affinergy's financial activities.  

 

Prior to attending Fuqua, Jonathan spent several years working in the corporate strategy group 

at Deutsche Bank with the firm's senior management team. His work focused on merger 

integration, IT/Operations consolidation strategies, and business plan development for potential 

spinouts and involved significant periods of time working overseas, including extensive 

commitments to projects in London and Frankfort. Jonathan received his Bachelor of Arts 

degree in Economics from Rutgers University.  

About Affinergy, Inc. 

 Affinergy develops site-specific biological systems using 
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biofriendly linkers that selectively adhere to proteins, drugs, cells, and biomaterial surfaces in 

order to kickstart biology toward an intended outcome. Affinergy is focused on developing 

coatings and medical devices for the orthopedic and cardiovascular markets. 

 

Affinergy's technology was patented at Duke University and was awarded 2005 Innovation of 

the Year by Frost & Sullivan in the category of Medical Device Coatings.  

 

About Jed Carlson 

 Chief Marketing Officer, eMinor, Inc., creators of ReverbNation 

Jed was an entrepreneur in Minneapolis before moving south and earning his MBA from Duke 

University, focusing on technology and marketing. Past ventures include The Carlson Print 

Group, a commercial printing and packaging company, and SmartPrint, a division of AmericDisc 

Inc, that enabled “on-demand” CD manufacturing — drastically reducing costs for independent 

record labels. 

About eMinor, Inc., creators of ReverbNation 

 eMinor was founded in February 2006 by a couple of geeks 

(computer) and freaks (music) on a mission to help independent 

musicians grow their top lines in a music world that has been turned 

on its head. 

Recognizing the new opportunities and challenges presented by the 

changes in the music business, collectively the "shift to Music 2.0", 

eMinor is focused on delivering independent musicians the tools they need to compete, 

cooperate, and differentiate in an increasingly noisy environment (pun intended). Our products 

synthesize the social networking aspects of the Internet with powerful, yet simple, marketing 

tools — all framed in a context with which the musicians are familiar. The outcome is a new, 

revolutionary music ecosystem with the musicians no longer at the bottom of the food chain. 

Music 2.0 is here, and it is leveling the playing field. 

Serving Music 2.0 

It’s not just a catchy phrase. eMinor is fueled by the principal of serving, indeed accelerating, 

this new paradigm in the music business. The old model of selling CDs, success through 

broadcast, and mass marketing is waning. Music 2.0 is about 1-to-1 marketing, infinite consumer 

choices, and leveraging your Band Equity™ to generate revenue in ways not previously available. 
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VENTURE CAPITAL SPEED-DATING 

4:00-5:00 PM, Fitzpatrick Center, Lobby by Schiciano Auditorium 

Host: The 9th Annual Duke Start-Up Challenge 

Sponsor: Hughes Pittman & Gupton LLP 

Students, pitch your business idea to Research Triangle Park venture capitalists. Apply in 

advance for opportunities to give three-minute pitches and receive feedback.   Send an email to 

Stephen Dean, stephen.dean@fuqua.duke.edu to apply.  Only 10 slots available. 
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WAITZKIN ENTREPRENEURSHIP WEEK KEYNOTE 

5:00-6:00 PM, Reception, Fitzpatrick Center, Lobby by Schiciano Auditorium 

6:00-7:30 PM, Speaker, Fitzpatrick Center, Schiciano Auditorium 

Host: The Master of Engineering Management Program at Pratt and the Division of Student 

Affairs 

Sponsor: The Waitzkin Family 

Hear Ernest Mario, PhD, discuss his perspective on entrepreneurship.  Dr. Mario has 40 years of 

experience in the research-based pharmaceutical industry.  He has served as CEO of Glaxo, Alza 

Corporation, Apothogen, and Reliant Pharmaceuticals.  He is a trustee and Chairman of the Duke 

University Health System Board. 

 

About Ernest Mario 

Venture Partner, Pappas Ventures 

Dr. Mario has 40 years of experience in the research-based pharmaceutical 

industry. His career began in 1966 as a pharmaceutical researcher at 

Strasenburgh Laboratories in Rochester, NY. He later held various 

management positions within SmithKline and Squibb Corp., overseeing 

operations, quality control, and manufacturing. He joined Glaxo plc in 

1986, and subsequently served as Chief Executive and Deputy Chairman, 

during which time he oversaw the launch of five major brands that grew the company's sales 

and profits by nearly 15 percent annually. In 1993, he joined Alza Corporation as CEO, where he 

ultimately consummated one of the largest mergers in pharmaceutical history. In 2001, Dr. 

Mario founded Apothogen, Inc., a company involved in early stage pharmaceutical 

development, which subsequently merged with IntraBiotics, Inc. He recently retired from 

Reliant Pharmaceuticals where he served as CEO and Chairman of the Board of Directors since 

2003. 

Dr. Mario is an adjunct professor of pharmacy at the University of Rhode Island and also holds 

honorary doctorates from the University of Rhode Island and Rutgers University. In addition to 

his service on the boards of several publicly traded corporations, He is active in numerous 

educational and healthcare organizations, including Duke University, where he is a trustee and 

Chairman of the Duke University Health System Board. 

Ernie has been a member of Pappas Ventures' Scientific Advisory Board since 2002 and became 

a Venture Advisor with Pappas Ventures in April 2007.  

 



   

  17  

  

 12/6 Thursday 

DUKE STARTUP JOB FAIR 

1:00-4:00 PM, Kirby Winter Gardens, Fox Center, Fuqua School of Business 

Hosts: Fuqua's Career Management Center , the Master of Engineering Management Program at 

Pratt , and The Career Center at Duke 

Sponsor: Research Triangle Institute (RTI) 

Explore job opportunities with over 20 startups representing a wide range of industries, from 

Web 2.0 to Biotechnology. Companies can register by contacting Tiffany Hogan at 

tiffany.hogan@duke.edu.  

 

 

 

UNDERGRADUATE CAPSTONE SPEAKER 

5:00-6:00 PM, Sanford Institute of Public Policy, Sanford 04 

Host: Duke's Center for Entrepreneurship and Research Commercialization, Fuqua’s Center for 

Entrepreneurship and Innovation, and The Duke Entrepreneur 

Sponsors: Aurora Funds and Intuit JumpUp 

Hear the story of how Will Pearson, Trinity '01 and Mangesh Hattikudur, Trinity '01 co-founded 

mental_floss magazine as seniors at Duke. On a mission to "blur the lines between education 

and entertainment," the pair have grown mental_floss into a multi-million dollar company, 

publishing 7 bestselling books, a board game, Law School in a Box, Med School in a Box and a 

popular website, mentalfloss.com. 
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About William E. Pearson 

El Presidente, mental_floss magazine 

Will is the obsessive compulsive oddball that every staff must have (at 

least he likes to think so). For as long as he can remember, Will has eaten 

M&Ms two at a time, always the same color, one on each side of the 

mouth. "It makes both sides of the mouth equally happy," he says. When 

he was twelve years old, Will began making lists of everything on his 

mind. World capitals, incredible works of art, great moments in sports 

history, left-handed Hollywood stars with tall pets ... you name it, he's got the list. But don't let 

his membership in the obsessive compulsive club fool you. Although he prefers to live by the 

rules, as most with OCD do, he's not afraid to make new rules when he's tired of the old ones 

(which is why we have mental_floss). Will co-founded mental_floss with Mangesh Hattikudur 

while both were still students at Duke. 

About mental_floss magazine 

For the record: mental_floss magazine is an intelligent 

read, but not too intelligent. We're the sort of 

intelligent that you hang out with for a while, enjoy 

our company, laugh a little, smile a lot and then we part ways. Great times. And you only realize 

how much you learned from us after a little while. Like a couple days later when you're 

impressing your friends with all these intriguing facts and things you picked up from us, and they 

ask you how you know so much, and you think back on that great afternoon you spent with us 

and you smile. 

 

And then you lie and say you read a lot. 

UNDERGRADUATE ENTREPRENEURS PITCH SESSION 

6:00-8:30 PM, Sanford Institute of Public Policy, Sanford 04 

Host: Duke's Center for Entrepreneurship and Research Commercialization 

Sponsors: Aurora Funds and Intuit JumpUp 

Undergraduate teams pitch their business ideas to an audience of venture capitalists, 

entrepreneurs, and members of the entrepreneurial community. Teams will represent classes in 

The Sanford Institute for Public Policy (PPS 144S Enterprising Leadership, Christopher Gergen), 

Pratt School of Engineering (BME 265 Business in Technology-based Companies, Lawrence Boyd) 

and Trinity College Markets and Management Program (Soc 190 MMS Capstone, Evan Jones).  

Participation is limited to students from participating courses, but viewing the event is open to 

the general public. Evaluators for the event include Chris Kroeger, M.D., Partner , The Aurora 
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Funds; Bonny Moellenbrock, Director, SJF Advisory Services; and Jay Mebane, Co-owner and 

CFO, U.S. Handbags, Inc. 
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About Chris Kroeger 

Partner, The Aurora Funds 

Chris joined Aurora in 2003 and became a Partner in 2007. Chris focuses on 

biopharmaceutical and medical device opportunities and brings a broad 

spectrum of business, clinical and scientific expertise to Aurora's investments 

in these sectors. Chris led or co-led syndicated investments in Cardioxyl 

Pharmaceuticals, Hyberbranch Medical, and Neotropix, and led Auroras's 

investments in Cardiofocus and Paringenix.  

Prior to joining Aurora, Chris trained in general surgery at Brigham and Women's 

Hospital/Harvard Medical School where he was involved in the medical and surgical care of 

transplant, trauma, vascular, cardiac and general surgical patients. He has over seven years of 

clinical experience in both academic and community hospital practices, and is a licensed 

physician in North Carolina.  

Chris also has significant basic science research experience primarily in signal transduction, 

including work on the molecular biology and genetics of apoptosis, and the transcriptional 

regulation of Interleukin-2 in human T-cells.  

Chris Previously worked with Arthur D. Little/Decision Resources, providing industry and 

technology analysis to biotechnology and pharmaceutical companies. Additionally, while 

attending business school, Chris worked in Corporate Development at Genzyme.  

Chris received a B.A. in Biology from Harvard University, his M.D. from Stanford University 

School of Medicine and an MBA from Harvard Business School.  

Chris serves on the boards of Cardiofocus, Cardioxyl Pharmaceuticals, Hyperbranch Medical 

Technologies, Neotropix and ParinGenix, and serves as an observer on the boards of Aldagen, 

Argos, Metastatix and Regado. Chris also serves on the boards of the Johns Hopkins Technology 

Alliance, The University of Maryland Baltimore Commercialization Advisory Board and The 

Council for Entrepreneurial Development (CED). 

About Bonny Moellenbrock 

Executive Director, SJF Advisory Services 

Bonny Moellenbrock is based in SJF’s Durham office and brings extensive 

entrepreneurial, venture capital, sustainable business, and nonprofit 

management experience to her leadership role at SJF Advisory Services.  

She provides strategic leadership; plans and manages SJFAS’ technical 

assistance programs, services, and events; and develops the 
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organization’s resources and partnerships.  At SJF she has managed SJF Advisory Services’ 

Sustainable Business Advantage Initiative resulting in SJF’s annual Cleantech CEO Panels; made 

numerous presentations on preparing for equity investment, financial reporting, and socially 

responsible venture capital; served as a venture competition and venture fair judge; and 

assisted numerous companies in the natural product sector.  Moellenbrock has been with SJF 

since 2001, first serving in administrative and investment roles.  She was instrumental in 

developing both SJF Ventures’ and SJF Advisory Services’ tracking and reporting systems and 

creating the appropriate legal structures to manage the innovative hybrid entity.  As SJF 

Ventures Managing Director, she served on the Investment Committee, generated deal flow in 

the natural consumer products sector, conducted due diligence on prospect companies, and 

monitored portfolio companies.   

Prior to joining SJF, Moellenbrock was COO and CFO of Preservation North Carolina, a premier 

statewide nonprofit that promotes historic preservation and protects properties through its 

award-winning endangered properties acquisition and redevelopment program, and also served 

as VP of Administration for Orange Recycling Services, an entrepreneurial commercial recycling 

company.  Moellenbrock holds an MBA, a Master of Regional Planning, and a BA in 

Environmental Policy from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  She enjoys gardening 

and making music with her husband and two daughters at their historic bungalow in Durham, 

where she serves as Treasurer of her downtown neighborhood association.  

About Jay Mebane 

Co-owner and CFO, US Handbags 

Jay Mebane is the co-owner and CFO of US Handbags, Inc., the Durham-based manufacturer of 

Snap Totes picture-perfect handbags. Prior to US Handbags, Jay was an owner of Rapiddata.net, 

an online pharmaceutical market research company that was acquired by 

Greenfield Online in 2005. Jay has also held management positions with Plurimus, Inc., an online 

market research company that collected and analyzed internet usage patterns and practiced law 

on the corporate finance team of Moore & Van Allen, PLLC, one of the Southeast’s largest 

law firms. Jay holds a BA in Economics from Duke University, a JD from the University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill, and an MBA from Duke University’s Fuqua School of Business. 
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12/7 Friday 

SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP: Launching Social Ventures 

3:45-5:00 PM, Classroom C, Fuqua School of Business 

Host: Center for the Advancement of Social Entrepreneurship, The Duke MBA Social Impact 

Club, SEEDS, with support from the Enterprising Leadership Initiative (ELI) 

Engage with a panel of social entrepreneurs as they discuss the opportunities and challenges of 

launching social ventures. Panelists include Brandon Busteed (Duke Trinity '99), founder and 

CEO of Outside The Classroom; Geoff Cramer (Duke WEMBA '01), founder and former CEO of 

Futures for Kids; and Henry McKoy, (UNC MBA ’95), founder of OneVoice Institute of Business 

and Entrepreneurship.  Moderated by Chris Gergen (Duke Trinity alumnus), founding partner of 

New Mountain Ventures, LLC, instructor of Duke's Enterprising Leadership Initiative (Hart 

Leadership Program), and co-author of "Life Entrepreneurs: Mavericks in the Art of Leading and 

Living" (Jossey-Bass).  

About Brandon Busteed  

 Founder and CEO, Outside the Classroom 

 Brandon Busteed has led Outside The Classroom from its inception in June 

2000 to its status today as the nation's leading provider of online alcohol 

prevention programs. His unique experiences as a student leader, nonprofit 

co-founder, technology salesman and university trustee brought forth the 

synergies that formed the company. Prior to Outside The Classroom, 

Busteed co-founded CIRCLe Network, a nationally focused nonprofit 

organization that worked jointly with students and administrators to find solutions to complex 

campus issues; the organization is now part of the National Association of Student Personnel 

Administrators (NASPA). Busteed is a former Duke University trustee where he served on the 

student affairs committee. He currently serves on the Board of Governors of the Entrepreneurs' 

Foundation of New England and the Terry Sanford Institute of Public Policy Board of Visitors at 

Duke University.  

Busteed speaks and writes frequently on higher education policy, specifically as it relates to 

alcohol prevention and risk liability. He is a frequent guest lecturer at academic institutions, 

including MIT's Sloan School of Management, and the author of numerous articles and academic 

papers, including Trusteeship Magazine and Campus Safety Journal.  

About Outside the Classroom 

Outside The Classroom is a Boston-based company that was founded to address epidemic-level 

public health issues affecting education, corporate, and government institutions. The company's 
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mission is to deliver tangible results to its customers by providing measurable reductions in the 

negative consequences associated with these health issues. In an effort to deliver on this 

promise, Outside The Classroom has remained focused on one of the largest of these problems: 

high-risk drinking. 

The pioneering leader in online alcohol prevention since its inception in 2000, Outside The 

Classroom has developed a suite of science-based prevention programs and tools that are 

producing dramatic results on more than 450 college and high school campuses nationwide. The 

company's flagship product, AlcoholEdu®, has set the standard for online alcohol prevention 

through Population-Level Prevention® - an approach that delivers alcohol prevention education 

to entire student groups, the key to changing a campus drinking culture, easily and cost 

effectively. The AlcoholEdu product line includes four programs, for both college and high school 

students delivered in both prevention and intervention capacities. 

Outside The Classroom is a private, venture-backed company with no ties to the alcohol 

industry. The company has relationships with some of the leading associations in the U.S. 

devoted to student health and safety, including the National Association of Student Personnel 

Administrators (NASPA), the leading voice in student affairs, and Mothers Against Drunk Driving 

(MADD).  

About Geoff Cramer 

Founder and CEO, Futures, Inc.  

Geoff has spent the past six years developing workforce and economic development models 

designed to serve the needs of students, schools, and businesses. His work is focused on the 

development of holistic workforce solutions that leverage existing resources to drive regional 

talent growth. 

 

He launched a nonprofit organization, Futures for Kids (F4K), to help reduce the dropout rate in 

NC and stabilize the supply chain of talent needed to drive the state's critical industries. After a 

pilot, including over 13,000 high schools students, the North Carolina State Board of Education 

voted unanimously to make F4K the standard tool for every high school and junior high student 

in the state. (610,000+ students) 

 

Geoff's work has received national and international recognition as well as numerous awards for 

innovation and social entrepreneurship. He lectures on economic development and social 

entrepreneurship at business schools across the country and is an advisor for several nonprofit 

organizations. Geoff also was the opening speaker at the Texas State Economic Development 

Conference in 2006. 

 

Some of Geoff's awards include: 

 

   •   Most Innovative Technology Company, Council for Entrepreneurial Development 
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   •   Top Nonprofit of the year, North Carolina Technology Association (NCTA) 

   •   Points of Light Award for Community Service 

   •   Alumni Leadership Award, Duke University's Fuqua School of Business 

 

Even with these accolades and his degrees, a BA in Economics from UNC-Chapel Hill and an MBA 

from Duke University, Geoff says his biggest claim to fame is being a coach for kids for over 20 

years.  

About Futures for Kids 

 Futures for Kids Helps Students Choose Careers 

Some young people know what it is they want to do for their careers from a very young age.  For 

others, making that decision is not quite so easy.  But there’s something new in Durham Public 

Schools that will help to make that decision a bit less daunting.     

Durham Public Schools has partnered with Futures for Kids (F4K) to provide students with online 

support for exploring their career interests and abilities.   F4K is an Internet-based program that 

helps students in making career study decisions by allowing them the opportunity to explore a 

wide variety of careers. 

About Chris Gergen 

Founding Partner, New Mountain Ventures 

Visiting Lecturer, PPS 144S - Enterprising Leadership 

Christopher Gergen is a lifelong entrepreneur with a passion for creating 

new learning environments.  He is the co-founder and current Chairman 

of SMARTHINKING (www.smarthinking.com), the leading online tutoring 

provider in the United States—serving over 70,000 students from more 

than 300 universities, colleges, and high schools.   Other entrepreneurial 

ventures include starting a coffeehouse/bar dedicated to promoting the 

arts and music in Santiago, Chile and helping to launch the “Entrepreneur Corps”—a national 

service initiative sponsored by AmeriCorps*VISTA that placed 400 full-time business volunteers 

for a year of service in over 90 non-profit organizations across the country.  Christopher is also 

on the founding board of E.L. Haynes Public Charter School in Washington, D.C. and is the 

founder and recent director of LEAD!, a non-profit leadership and entrepreneurship program for 

local high school students.  Now entering its tenth year, LEAD! aspires to teach personal 

leadership through entrepreneurship.  To date, the program has contributed over $20,000 and 

hundreds of hours of direct service to area non-profits.  Christopher regularly speaks to students 

and groups of business leaders about starting new enterprises and applying an entrepreneurial 

framework to life.   
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Other experiences include his role as Vice President of New Market Development for K12 Inc., 

where he led efforts to introduce K12’s multi-media curriculum and online learning platform 

into public schools.  Prior to joining K12, Christopher was the Chief Operating Officer and VP of 

Business Development and Strategy for New American Schools, a non-profit education 

consulting and investment firm based in Alexandria, VA.  Gergen received a Bachelor of Arts 

with honors from Duke University, a Master’s Degree in Public Policy with a focus in education 

from the George Washington University and his MBA from Georgetown University.   He lives 

with his wife and daughter in Seattle, Washington. 

About New Mountain Ventures 

New Mountain Ventures, LLC was founded by a dynamic team with a passion for putting ideas 

into action.  NMV’s founders have helped to launch nearly 20 for-profit and non-profit 

organizations generating over $100M in revenue and serving thousands of people globally.   

We work with clients from all sectors and at all stages, especially start-up and growing 

organizations seeking to accelerate their growth and deepen their impact.  We provide targeted 

strategic planning and capacity-building—helping organizations put big ideas into action and 

sustain them over time with a culture of entrepreneurship and accountability.   

Our methods have been developed and honed through years of professional experience helping 

to start and build high-performance organizations.  With each new venture, we came to 

recognize recurring patterns of activity that are critical to launching an enterprise successfully 

and sustaining rapid growth.  Excellence occurs when strategy, actions, resources, and the right 

team are aligned with purpose, vision, and values—ideally achieved through a well articulated 

strategic planning and execution process.  However, strategic planning and execution alone do 

not sustain a great organization.  This process must be driven by entrepreneurial leadership and 

maintained through a culture of innovation, creativity, optimism, vision, risk-taking, network-

building, accountability, and reflection.  

Based on these insights, NMV has developed a proprietary strategic planning and leadership 

development approach to build entrepreneurial capacity within growing organizations.  Each of 

our client engagements is highly customized and focused on producing tangible and measurable 

performance results—as well as establishing an electric entrepreneurial culture that leads to 

exceptional and sustainable growth. 
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12/8 Saturday 

INTERNATIONAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

9:30-10:30 AM, Classroom C, Fuqua School of Business 

Host: Fuqua's Entrepreneurship and Venture Capital Club (EVCC) 

Hear from Robert Taber, PhD, the Vice Chancellor of Corporate and Venture Development at 

Duke, discuss the entrepreneurial environments in Europe (Italy, specifically) and how they 

contrast with Asia. 

About Robert Taber 

Vice Chancellor, Science and Technology Development, Duke 

Medicine 

Robert L. Taber, PhD, is vice chancellor for science and technology 

development and director of the Office of Science and Technology at 

Duke University Medical Center. 

Taber oversees patents and licenses for the entire university, 

commercially sponsored research, new venture activity, corporate gifts, 

and selected corporate vending relationships for this almost $2-billion 

enterprise. 

Taber obtained his PhD degree in cell biology from the University of Pittsburgh School of 

Medicine in 1969 and went on to complete a post-doctoral fellowship at Massachusetts Institute 

of Technology. He subsequently served on the faculty of the University of Massachusetts School 

of Medicine, Roswell Park Memorial Institute, and the University of California at San Francisco 

School of Medicine. During this time, he also served as associate director of the Northern 

California Cancer Program based at Stanford University. 

Taber left academics in 1981 to participate in the founding of Integrated Genetics Inc., where he 

became vice president of corporate development. The company went public in 1983 and was 

later acquired by Genzyme. 

In 1985 Taber became president and CEO of EG&G MRI, a division of EG&G a $3-billion provider 

of services to the U.S. government and commercial businesses. His division performed 

biomedical testing for the biotechnology industry, National Institutes of Health, and the U.S. 

military. 

In 1990 he participated in the founding of One Cell Systems, an analytic device company based 

on MIT technology, and became the company’s president and CEO. He left there in late 1992 to 

assume his current position at Duke. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP - Launching Sustainable Ventures 

10:45-11:45 AM, Classroom C, Fuqua School of Business 

Host: Center for the Advancement of Social Entrepreneurship, and The Duke MBA Social Impact 

Club, Business & Environment Group 

Engage with a panel of environmental entrepreneurs as they discuss the opportunities and 

challenges of launching and growing sustainable ventures.  Panelists include Marc Dreyfors 

(Duke MEM ’92), co-owner of Bull City Biodiesel, founder of Forests of the World and Greenway 

Transit, LLC and Roger Harris, founder of Jungle Wanders ecotourism company and former team 

leader at Paradigm Genetics.  Moderated by Bob Clemen, Professor of Decision Sciences at Duke 

University, the Fuqua School of Business. 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP WEEK CLOSING CEREMONY 

12:00-12:45 PM, Lunch, Kirby Winter Gardens, Fuqua School of Business 

12:45-1:15 PM, Speaker 

1:15-2:00 PM, Networking 

Hosts: Duke's Center for Entrepreneurship and Research Commercialization, Fuqua's Center for 

Entrepreneurship and Innovation ,the EVCC, the 9th Annual Duke Start-Up Challenge, the TDE, 

the Master of Engineering Management Program at Pratt, Center for the Advancement of Social 

Entrepreneurship, and the Office of Licensing and Ventures 

Sponsor: Wyrick Robbins Yates & Ponton LLP 

Join us for lunch, a final speaker, and for networking to wrap-up the inaugural Entrepreneurship 

Week at Duke University. 
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Hosts of Entrepreneurship Week at Duke University 

 

The Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation is a young initiative that is focusing and 

expanding the work on entrepreneurship and innovation at Fuqua. 

Conducting world class research and integrating it into our educational program is the 

hallmark of the Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation at Fuqua. The center is 

contributing both to the advancement of knowledge and the practice of 

entrepreneurship.  The center is creating the momentum to place Fuqua among a small 

handful of business schools known for both research excellence and a world-class 

educational experience for MBA students in entrepreneurship and innovation that 

combines experiential and research-based learning. 

More info at: www.fuqua.duke.edu/centers/cei 

 

The purpose of Duke’s Center for Entrepreneurship and Research Commercialization 

(CERC) is to move Duke technology into the service of society. 

CERC fosters entrepreneurship by bringing people, ideas and resources together and 

serves as a portal to Duke research, education and commercialization programs. 

CERC is a collaborative effort involving schools across campus and their programs, 

including the Medical School, Pratt School of Engineering, Arts & Sciences, and Fuqua 

School of Business as well as the Office of the Provost, the Office of Licensing and 

Ventures and the Fuqua Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation. 

More info at: http://cerc.duke.edu 

 

The Entrepreneurship and Venture Capital Club (EVCC) is focused on facilitating 

interactions between our members, entrepreneurs, and venture capitalists around the 

country.  The EVCC also fills the role of liaison between students seeking careers in these 

fields and the Career Management Center.  The club is one of the most highly subscribed 

and most active organizations at Fuqua.  We have an incredible group of dedicated 

individuals on our cabinet that are available to assist you in any way.  

More info at: www.dukeevcc.com 

 

The Master of Engineering Management Program at Duke University's Pratt School of 

Engineering develops future industry leaders by combining a core business curriculum 

with a master's level engineering and technology management education. Similar to a 

well rounded MBA program, this comprehensive engineering degree provides a core 

curriculum in marketing, finance, intellectual property, business law, and management. 

It blends engineering management and business knowledge to develop the innovative 

solutions needed to address today's complex business problems. A wide variety of 

elective classes allow students to tailor the degree to focus on technology management, 

innovation management, operations management, entrepreneurship, financial 

engineering or specific engineering disciplines. Offered with the support of Fuqua School 

of Business and the Duke School of Law, Duke's Master of Engineering Management 

degree enables students to develop marketable skills in business, technology 

management or entrepreneurship - skills that resonate with industry. 

More info at http://memp.pratt.duke.edu 
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The Office of Licensing & Ventures (OLV) is responsible for patents, technology licenses 

and new venture development for Duke University and Medical Center.  Through direct, 

daily interaction with faculty, small and large businesses, and venture investors, we build 

strong relationships and strong agreements to translate academic discoveries into 

commercial products that benefit society, impact public health, and improve the quality 

of life.   

More info at: http://olv.duke.edu 

 

A research and education center based at Duke University's Fuqua School of Business, 

the Center for the Advancement of Social Entrepreneurship (CASE) promotes the 

entrepreneurial pursuit of social impact through the thoughtful adaptation of business 

expertise. 

Dissolving boundaries. Social entrepreneurs are renowned for working across sectors, 

for breaking down artificial barriers to tackle complex social problems effectively. 

Similarly, CASE works with faculty, students, and administrators from schools and 

departments across Duke. From partnering with other programs to educating students 

from a range of disciplines, CASE has an impact at Duke well beyond the Fuqua School of 

Business. 

More info at: www.caseatduke.org 

 

The 9
th

 Annual Duke Start-Up Challenge encourages students to plan and launch their 

own businesses, receiving feedback from experienced professionals and the chance to 

win seed capital along the way. Educational seminars are held to cover almost all aspects 

of starting a business. We work to pair people that have great ideas with people from 

across the university who have the skills and experiences to turn those ideas into 

successful businesses. Each phase of the competition is also designed to provide 

feedback from the judges so that your idea can be further improved. 

More info at: www.dukestartupchallenge.com 

 

The Duke Entrepreneur seeks to provide an undergraduate voice to the entrepreneurial 

community at Duke University. We aim to facilitate the exchange of business ideas and 

connections between students, faculty, alumni and the greater Duke Community.  

More info at: www.duke.edu/web/entrepreneurs 

 

In 2007, the Social Impact Club led all organizations at Fuqua in building relationships 

with students, faculty, alumni and corporate recruiters.  We were subsequently named 

Fuqua LDI's "Club of the year."   

The Social Impact Club strives to equip students with the tools necessary to pioneer 

change in the public, private, and social sectors. We are a community of 250-plus 

thoughtful leaders with expertise in the finance, consulting, marketing, high-tech, and 

social sectors. Our members employ business skills to benefit society through 

entrepreneurship, advocacy, and 

community engagement. 

More info at: http://mbaa.fuqua.duke.edu/socialimpact 
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The Hart Leadership Program challenges students to practice the art of leadership in 

public life.  

Exercising leadership requires getting people—whether in small groups, large 

organizations or complex social systems—to focus their attention productively on 

difficult work. HLP students discover that leadership and formal authority are not the 

same thing; leadership is not handed over with a promotion or a title. It is a demanding 

art that requires attention, courage and experimentation. It involves more than a tool kit 

of skills. Leadership requires knowing one's strengths and weaknesses, understanding 

complexity, asking the tough questions, and helping people deal with differences. 

More info at: http://www.pubpol.duke.edu/centers/hlp/about/index.html 

 

The mission of the Division of Student Affairs is to promote and enrich students' 

education through teaching, mentoring, advising, and counseling by way of on-going 

direct contact with students in their every day lives. Student Affairs educates students in 

community living, social intelligence and responsibility, ethical behavior, citizenship skills 

and social justice, appreciation of the arts, leadership skills, coping with adversity, health 

and wellness, diversity, and adaptive skills for living. 

More info at: http://studentaffairs.duke.edu/ 

 

The Career Management Center at the Fuqua School of Business is responsible for 

connecting organizations with the talented candidates in The Duke MBA programs. 

The Duke MBA creates collaborative leaders who are the future of global business and 

according to the 2006 Business Week rankings, our intellectual capital is rated among 

the top five in the country.  

We combine up-to-the-minute knowledge with relevant, real-world experience. Duke’s 

future leaders are determined to make a positive difference in the world, imbuing their 

work with a sense of emotional intelligence and social responsibility.  

In The Duke MBA program you will find a diverse, driven, intelligent, and team-oriented 

group of ethical leaders. They arrive at Duke from many parts of the world and with a 

huge variety of pre-MBA work experience.  

Our students follow a wide range of career paths post-MBA and are open to 

opportunities all over the globe. 

More info at: http://www.fuqua.duke.edu/career/ 

 

The Career Center at Duke University provides career services of the highest standard to 

undergraduates, graduate students and alumni of Trinity College, the Pratt School of 

Engineering and the Graduate School. Working in partnership with faculty and 

colleagues, and recognizing that each individual has unique needs, our staff 

• help students and alumni make the most of their Duke education, resources, and 

connections to develop career interests and values, and to find satisfying work 

• build and maintain relationships with alumni and employers who can provide 

internships, entry level positions and opportunities for experienced professionals. 

 

The staff of the Duke Career Center connects members of the university community so 

that students and alumni can receive career advice and mentoring when they need it 

and, in turn, help others when they are able. 

More info at: http://career.studentaffairs.duke.edu/ 
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In 2005, the Electrical and Computer Engineering Department and the Department of 

Computer Science launched a joint Industry Partners Program. This combined program, 

inDuke, recognizes the collaborations between the two departments and our common 

industry partners, and underscores the interdisciplinary theme of Duke University.  

InDuke enhances the value to industry by offering access to faculty, students and 

research within the two departments. InDuke builds on the success of the existing 

Industry Partners Program (IPP) and members of InDuke receive the following benefits: 

Research Collaborations, Events/Workshops/Educational Programs, Internships, and Job 

Placements. 

More info at: http://www.ece.duke.edu/industry/ 

 

Duke Law School and The Fuqua School of Business have a combined program of study 

in law and graduate level business administration.  The program provides the 

opportunity to acquire an education in both law and business administration in four 

years.  Upon satisfactory completion of the required course of study, candidates will be 

awarded both the Masters of Business Administration (MBA) and the Juris Doctor (JD) 

degrees.   

The JD/MBA Club is comprised of students in the joint program of study. The club 

programs focus around the interest of current JD/MBAs. Events, include speeches by 

past JD/MBA's that can share their insights into the current educational and workplace 

environment for JD/MBA's. The Club also focuses on providing an introduction to the 

variety of legal issues that affects the careers of business students. Events include 

speeches about obtaining venture capital funding and functions that bring the Law 

School and Business School together. 

More info at: http://mbaa.fuqua.duke.edu/jdmba/jdmba/index.htm 
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Sponsors of Entrepreneurship Week at Duke University 

Headline Sponsor 

 

All business ventures share one constant: the path to success is not easy. 

We know, because we’ve spent over 25 years helping clients of all sizes seize their 

opportunities. Review these pages and you’ll discover a motivated, focused group of 

legal experts with the insight to devise solutions where none is apparent. 

Wyrick Robbins Yates & Ponton has provided full-service legal representation on a 

regional and national basis since 1979. Our demonstrated ability to help clients 

overcome obstacles has earned us a reputation as one of the region’s premier law firms. 

Located in Raleigh, North Carolina, we have grown to one of the region’s largest law 

firms. We have focused practice groups with the depth and flexibility to analyze and 

maximize the growth opportunities for all levels of business – from start-up to publicly 

held companies. We also have practice groups experienced in all areas of litigation, 

from complex business and labor law cases to sophisticated family law disputes.  

More info at: www.wyrick.com 

Platinum Sponsors 

 

Undergraduate Entrepreneurship Pitch Sponsor 

The Aurora Funds is a venture capital firm that provides capital, connections and 

strategic guidance to entrepreneurs with early-stage healthcare and information 

technology companies.  Founded in 1994, Aurora manages over $234 million in five 

venture funds.  The firm’s six investment professionals have over 100 years of combined 

venture capital investing and operational experience.  The Aurora team has managed 

investments in over 60 companies, resulting in five IPOs and eight M&A transactions to 

date.  

More info at: www.aurorafunds.com 

Platinum Sponsor 

 

Technology Showcase Sponsor 

Hutchison Law Group provides strategic business and intellectual property-related legal 

counsel to leading technology companies throughout the Southeast. Our attorneys 

make it their business to understand how technology companies and other innovators 

function and to help clients turn their visions into reality. 

 

Hutchison Law Group helps our clients succeed with an array of legal counsel, advice 

and networking. As good business partners, we understand that delivering value well 

beyond the expected helps our clients achieve extraordinary things. 

More info at: www.hutchlaw.com 
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Platinum Sponsor 

 

Hughes Pittman & Gupton LLP has served clients in the Triangle for more than 20 years 

with a broad set of professional services for owner-managed and investor-backed 

businesses. Our goal is to listen and understand how you define success for your 

business, as well as how you define success for your relationship with your CPA firm. 

HPG services are specifically designed to meet the needs of our clients today and in the 

future. 

More info at: www.hpg.com 

Platinum Sponsor 

 

Intersouth Partners is one of the most active and experienced earlyl-stage venture 

capital firms in the Southeast.  Founded in 1985 and currently investing out of our 

seventh fund, Intersouth has managed over $780 million for its partners.  We have 

played key roles in the formation, development and harvest of some of the country’s 

most notable entrepreneurial success stories.   

Our mission is to continue to be the go-to choice for technology and life-science start-

up companies, entrepreneurs and venture capital co-investors, producing superior 

returns for our limited partners and economic opportunity in our community. 

More info at: www.intersouth.com 

Gold Sponsor 

 

Startup Job Fair Sponsor 

In 1958, the idea of Research Triangle Park (RTP) was born with the guidance and 

support of government, education, and business in North Carolina. Located in the 

rolling hills of the Piedmont, the Research Triangle is defined by outstanding universities 

in the Triangle's three cities: North Carolina State University in Raleigh, Duke University 

in Durham, the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and North Carolina Central 

University in Durham. These schools offer a continual wellspring of intellect, skill, and 

drive that feed the economic success of both RTP and its physical and intellectual 

cornerstone, RTI International. 

RTI International offers innovative research and technical solutions to governments and 

businesses worldwide in the areas of health and pharmaceuticals, education and 

training, surveys and statistics, advanced technology, democratic governance, economic 

and social development, energy, and the environment. 

More info at: www.rti.org 

Gold Sponsor 

 

Founded in 2000, Southern Capitol Ventures is an active venture capital firm 

headquartered in Raleigh, NC. We focus on providing capital to leading technology 

companies in the Southeast and Mid-Atlantic.  

We are currently investing out of Fund II and our initial investments range in size from 

as little as $75k to as much as $1 million. Typically, we invest $500k initially and $1.5 

million over the life of the company. While we focus on early-stage companies we will 

always consider later stage opportunities and spinouts where we partner with larger VC 

funds.  

More info at: www.southerncapitolventures.com 
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Gold Sponsor 

 

Square 1 Bank provides financial services to venture capital firms and companies that 

receive venture capital investment.  Our strong capital base, expertise and focus 

provide the necessary foundation to support our clients through all stages of growth.  

From the latest in technology based services, to a banker you’ll know as a partner, 

Square 1 believes that a banking relationship should be anticipatory, responsive and 

active.   

More info at: www.square1bank.com 

Gold Sponsor 

 

For the record: mental_floss magazine is an intelligent read, but not too intelligent. 

We're the sort of intelligent that you hang out with for a while, enjoy our company, 

laugh a little, smile a lot and then we part ways. Great times. And you only realize how 

much you learned from us after a little while. Like a couple days later when you're 

impressing your friends with all these intriguing facts and things you picked up from us, 

and they ask you how you know so much, and you think back on that great afternoon 

you spent with us and you smile. 

 

And then you lie and say you read a lot. 

More info at: www.mentalfloss.com 

Gold Sponsor 

 

Since our founding in 1912, we have grown to be the largest law firm in 

Raleigh and the Research Triangle region of North Carolina, and one of the 

largest in the state. We provide a full range of legal services and are 

dedicated to the principles of professionalism, excellence, and service to 

our clients and the community. We value long-term relationships with our 

clients and are constantly working to meet their changing needs. Our 

clients include some of the largest financial institutions, insurance 

companies, public utilities, retailers, manufacturing, pharmaceutical, and 

biotechnology companies in our region and the nation, as well as emerging 

growth and technology companies. We also represent smaller businesses 

and individuals, as well as trade and professional associations and their 

members. 

More info at: www.smithlaw.com 

Silver Sponsor 

 

Undergraduate Entrepreneurship Pitch Sponsor 

We started JumpUp.com to help new businesses and business owners, like you, get up 

and running quickly and successfully. We'll do that by taking out the mystery, making 

things simple, and putting tools at your fingertips to simply get the job done. And, we 

even provide ways you can connect with other business owners 

Our goal is to help you reach yours. We hope to arm everyone who dreams of one day 

being their own boss with the tools and knowledge to succeed. 

More info at: http://jumpup.intuit.com/ 
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Bronze Sponsor 

 

With over 16,417 customers, iContact is a leading on-demand email marketing service. 

iContact allows organizations of all sizes to easily create, send, and track email 

newsletters, RSS feeds, surveys, and autoresponders.  

Market leaders like AT&T, Vonage, Symantec, International Paper, ReMax, Centex 

Homes, and Viacom use iContact to build stronger relationships with their customers 

and prospects at a fraction of the cost of traditional marketing methods. 

More info at: www.icontact.com 

Bronze Sponsor 

 

A unique space for holding events in the Triangle, the Ingram Collection is a private car 

collection in a contemporary setting. Located in Durham, North Carolina, close to Duke 

University. 

More info: Contact Howie Rhee at hwr2@duke.edu   

Design Sponsor 

 

Located in historic Brightleaf Square in Durham, NC, Cassell Design has served the 

Research Triangle Area and beyond for over 15 years.  As a graphic design studio that 

caters to corporate and institutional markets, we focus on both print and electronic 

media.  Our project management system provides smooth controlled project flow.  

Designers focus on what they do best.  Project managers deliver constant updates on 

budgets and schedules.  Clients get great solutions on target, on time, and on budget. 

More info at: www.cassell.com 

Promotional Sponsor 

 

Our mission is to work closely with you to select the perfect item to achieve the impact 

you want. Whether it's a product launch, a fundraising event, an incentive program, or a 

customer appreciation campaign, we'll match your message with the right medium—

and get results. It all starts with our incredible collection of more than a half-million 

promotional items, everything from tailored golf shirts to high-end items for that hard-

to-shop-for CEO on your list. Our collection includes all of the top suppliers—brand 

names like Ashworth, Godiva, Mont-Blanc, Nike, North Face, Sony, and Swiss Army—

plus proprietary product lines that set us apart from our competitors. 

Brand Fuel. Our stuff's got your name written all over it. 

More info at: www.brandfuel.com 

Signage Sponsor 

 

RB3 Enterprises is a family owned and operated business. After many years of diverse 

experience in the printing industry, we came together to form RB3 Enterprises. 

Although we are a small operation we work with major corporations and produce big 

results, setting ourselves apart from others in the industry. RB3 Enterprises added to its 

ranks RB3 Digital Graphics which is responsible for creative design, printing, and 

finishing services. We have also added to the ranks RB3 Auto Graphix which is geared 

toward the vehicle wraps and custom auto graphics. Dedication and hard work are the 

forces fueling this small and constantly evolving company. 

More info at: www.rb3enterprises.com 
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Organizational Partners of Entrepreneurship Week at 

Duke University 

 

The Council for Entrepreneurial Development (CED) is a private, non-profit organization 

formed in 1984 to identify, enable and promote high growth, high impact entrepreneurial 

companies and to accelerate the entrepreneurial culture of the Research Triangle and 

North Carolina. With more than 4,000 active members representing over 1,100 

companies, CED is the largest entrepreneurial support organization in the nation. 

More info at: www.cednc.org 

 

The Business Innovation & Growth Council (BIG) mission is to lead development of “high-

impact, high-growth entrepreneurs” in the Charlotte region and proactively grow their 

businesses by providing resources, leadership and visibility. The vision of the BIG Council is 

to create a vibrant community that attracts and ignites entrepreneurial growth and 

success.  

More info at: www.bigcouncil.com 

 

The North Carolina Biotechnology Center is the world's first government-sponsored 

organization dedicated to developing the biotechnology industry. Our mission is to provide 

long-term economic and societal benefits to North Carolina through support of 

biotechnology research, business and education statewide. 

More info at: www.ncbiotech.org 

 

The Triangle Accredited Capital Forum brings attractive North Carolina business 

opportunities to private investors, by providing carefully selected entrepreneurs the 

opportunity to present their Business Plans to sophisticated investors, for seed or angel 

funding.  

The Capital-Forum provides an event for entrepreneurs to discreetly meet private 

investors, and give them both an opportunity to establish a business relationship that is 

initiated at the event. There are no fees or funds being managed by the Capital Forum, 

which manages the attendance and the event to ensure that entrepreneurs and investors 

have a successful introduction.  

More info at: www.capital-forum.com 

 

As a premier nonprofit charitable and educational business organization, North Carolina 

Chinese Business Association (NCCBA)’s mission is to represent, serve, and promote the 

common interests of our membership and the North Carolina Chinese business 

community, particularly in promoting entrepreneurial and corporate development 

related to science and technology. 

NCCBA serves as a forum for networking and exchanging, for advancing our knowledge in 

creating and sustaining successful businesses, and for encouraging and facilitating 

coaching and consultation among our members. NCCBA will also serve as a major catalyst 

in bridging the China - North Carolina business relationship. 

More info at: www.nc-cba.org 
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TiE-Carolinas is a not-for-profit organization with a mission to foster and support 

entrepreneurship in the Carolinas. This organization has three objectives:  

• To network and to facilitate networking among members  

• To foster entrepreneurship and to nurture entrepreneurs  

• To help membership integrate with the mainstream community  

More info at: www.tie-carolinas.org 

 

The MIT Club of RTP is dedicated to providing ways for MIT Alumni/ae in the Research 

Triangle area of North Carolina to know, meet, and work with one another in the 

expansion of their professional, cultural, and social horizons. The Club also serves to link 

members more closely to MIT through its programs and other activities. 

The MIT Club of RTP also hosts the global broadcasts for the MIT Enterprise Forum, a non-

profit the encourages entrepreneurship through its 24 chapters around the world. 

More info at: www.mitrtp.com and at http://enterpriseforum.mit.edu 

 

The challenges of our communities do not lie neatly within city or county boundaries. The 

Triangle's quality of life and future growth depends on our ability to work across these 

boundaries to find common ground. 

Leadership Triangle is a non-profit organization established in 1992 to educate and 

promote regionalism across the separate communities of the Triangle. It does this through 

regional and leadership development classes, seminars and awards, We strive to build 

leadership capacity, cooperation, and networking opportunities across the public, private 

and civic sector, preserving local uniqueness while acting regionally to deal with issues 

such as traffic congestion, water quality, housing affordability, open space, school funding, 

economic and social equity. 

More info at: www.leadershiptriangle.com  

 

STI's mission is to build an effective and profitable technology accelerator for rapid 

conversion of university scientific breakthroughs into products, services and new 

technology companies. 

STI works with university-based inventors to accelerate the commercialization of 

technologies and intellectual property (IP) in the areas of (1) bioengineering, (2) photonics 

and communications, (3) information technology, (4) materials science, and (5) 

surveillance and security networks. 

STI partners with universities, government funding agencies, private investors, and 

corporate entities to provide the structure, processes and funding needed to successfully 

bring new technologies to market.  

For any given STI portfolio technology, STI's operating model and experience guides and 

supports the new entity quickly along the path to commercialization. 

More info at: www.setechinv.com 
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A List of Recent Duke Startups  

Diagnostic  

Advanced Liquid Logic: nanoliter lab-on-a-chip powered by digital microfluidics.  

Aldagen (formerly STEMCO Biomedical): products for the identification of adult stem cell populations 

with initial focus on the treatment of CV and peripheral artery disease.  

Bioptigen: non-invasive optical coherence tomography for high-throughput, in vivo imaging of biological 

systems.  

Centice: Computational sensing to facilitate the sampling of signals, such as an optical spectrum or 

image, with maximum efficiency and fidelity.  

Expression Analysis: microarray-based genomic services for clinical trials.  

Reproductive Health Technology: applying recently discovered technology to the diagnosis and 

treatments of women’s health concerns.  

Drug Delivery  

Affinergy: site specific biological delivery with binders that can selectively adhere to proteins, cells, and 

other biomaterial surfaces.  

Merix Bioscience: RNA-based vaccine technology. Merix merged with Argos Therapeutics in 2004.  

Phase Bioscience: products to deliver existing therapeutic agents with greater efficacy and lower side 

effects, and also manufacturing services for purification for therapeutic proteins and peptides.  

Regado Biosciences: developing antidote-controlled therapeutics via simultaneous rational design of 

drug-antidote pairs.  

Synergy Vaccines: research, development, and commercialization of novel vaccines using SynerVax™ 

adjuvant technology in order to provide more effective and less costly vaccines.  

Hardware / Software / IT  

Advanced Liquid Logic: nanoliter lab-on-a-chip powered by digital microfluidics.  

Bright View Technologies: light management products for display applications.  

MBright: a next-generation digital display technology company, winner of the Duke Startup Challenge in 

2004.  

Sentillion: enabling healthcare organizations to meet the challenges associated with identity and access 

management (IAM).  
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Therapeutics / BioTech  

Angiomics: seed stage cancer therapy company with research focused on inhibiting new blood vessel 

growth. Assets acquired by Protein Design Labs in 2004.  

Cellective Therapeutics: research on B-cells, a class of cells in the immune system. Acquired by 

MedImmune in 2005.  

FibroGen:  discovering, developing, and commercializing novel therapeutics for fibrotic disorders, 

diabetic complications, anemia, conditions associated with tissue damage or injury, cancer, and other 

areas of unmet medical need.  

Humacyte: a development-stage company focused on the creation and commercialization of engineered 

human collagen-based products for several applications.  

Nitrox: discovery and development of innovative strategies for treating disorders of oxygen delivery.  

Precision Biosciences: Patent pending Directed Nuclease Editor(tm) allows production of enzymes 

capable of producing double-strand breaks at predetermined DNA sites, with a focus on anti-infective 

therapeutics.  

Reproductive Health Technology: applying recently discovered technology to the diagnosis and 

treatments of women’s health concerns.  

Trimeris: Trimeris is a publicly traded company [TRMS] that discovers, develops, and commercializes 

treatments for viral diseases. 

Therapeutics / Pharmaceutical  

Aerie Pharmaceuticals: developing new therapies for sight-threatening diseases of the eye.  

Bradmer: development and commercialization of cancer therapies with first product candidate targeting 

brain cancer.  

MicroIslet: transplantation therapy for patients with diabetes that may enable diabetic patients to 

become free from insulin injections.  

Orexigen: pharmaceutical products for the treatment of central nervous system disorders, with an initial 

focus on obesity.  

Venture Services  

Southeast TechInventures STI: a technology accelerator for rapid conversion of university scientific 

breakthroughs into products, services and new technology companies. 

SyneCor: transforming innovative medical device ideas from concept through incubation into synergistic 

growth corporations. 
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Entrepreneurship Week Locations 

Map of Duke 

 

Map of Fuqua 
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Entrepreneurship Week is brought to you by: 

Co-chairs 

Howie Rhee 

Larry Boyd 

Kaycee Shoemaker 

Jeremy Welch 

Jeff Clark 

Kimberly Jenkins 

Executive Committee 

Barry Myers, Jon Fjeld, Rose 

Ritts, Jeff Glass, Brad Fox, Matt 

Nash, Bob Markley, Melda 

Uzbil 

E-Week Advocates 

Ana Valverde Vidal, Billy 

Hwang, Bob Malkin, Bob Taber, 

Brandy Salmon, Cathy 

Davidson, Daniel Egger, David 

Babson, Emma Rasiel, Fred 

Hutchison, Garheng Kong, Gita 

Rebbapragada, Hylton Kalvaria, 

Jan Bouten, Jennifer Artabane, 

Joe Velk, John Glushik, 

Jonathan Gindes, Joshua 

Payne, Karim Pabani, Keith 

Cummings, Ken Spenner, Kevin 

Schulman, Kip Frey, Kirsten 

Nicholas, Kris Irwin, Larry Moneta, Lina Feng, Matt Megaro, Wendy Kuran, Max Wallace, Mike Pisetsky, 

Monica Doss, Patrick Lager, Peter Meath, Rich West, Richard Lucic, Russell Holloway, Sarah Fox Roberts, 

Stephen Dean, Steve Allan, Stephen Wallenstein, Tiffany Hogan, Zack Robbins, Jenny Harms, Karen 

Kirchof, Mausam Bhatt, Karthik Meda, Manu Iyer, Revant Singh 

Additional thanks to Gia Palacorolla, Ann Creech, Tim Searles and Fuqua Multimedia, Matt Duckworth, 

Scott Plueddeman and the BMO, Mandy Kelly-Uberig, and the Tech Support Center 

Special thanks to Margaret Rhee, Eleanor Boyd, Christian Boyd, Elliott Boyd, and Aidan Rhee 
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Calendar of Events 
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